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GED program to the community and to mem-
bers of the church. Through his conviction that
‘‘children are the church of today’’, he started
one of the most successful Royal Ranger and
Missionette programs. Other programs started
by Pastor Correa include the AIDS Ministry to
Broadway House in Newark and Jersey City
Medical Center which gives guidance and
counseling to patients and families.

Rev. Daniel Correa, Jr. deserves our high-
est praise for his dedication to his God and his
community. I am proud to have him serving
the residents of my congressional district and
I salute him for his endless giving and years
of service.
f

NATIVE AMERICAN POW WOW

HON. GEORGE E. BROWN, JR.
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Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, I would like to draw the attention of the
Congress to an event which I am very proud
of that happened this past weekend in my re-
gion of California.

At the Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans’
Medical Center in Loma Linda, CA, a pow
wow was held on October 14 and 15 to honor
native Americans who have served in defense
of our Nation. The pow wow was entitled ‘‘A
Celebration of Northern and Southern Tradi-
tional Values: In Harmony With the Land.’’

Over 180,000 native American men and
women have served in the U.S. Armed Forces
since World War I, defending our Nation with
honor. Some of these men and women were
in Loma Linda this past weekend.

Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago in Washington, a
special joint session of the House and Senate
was held to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the end of World War II. I am particu-
larly honored to mention that in Loma Linda
were several of the famous Navajo Code Talk-
ers who are widely credited with helping to win
the war in the Pacific during World War II. I
feel strongly that theirs is a story that needs
to be told more broadly so that all Ameri-
cans—young and old—are thoroughly familiar
with one of the many important contributions
that native Americans have made to the con-
tinuing freedom and evolution of our Nation. I,
for one, am very proud to know that these
honored veterans and other native Americans
gathered and celebrated in the inland empire
region of California this past weekend.

I hope all Members of Congress will join me
in congratulating all participants in the October
14 and 15 Loma Linda, CA, native American
Pow Wow.
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to pay tribute to a distinguished
Rhode Islander who is being honored for his
outstanding contributions as the Chief of the
Division of Parks and Recreation in the State
Department of Environmental Management.

Throughout his long and distinguished ca-
reer, William J. Hawkins, Jr., has contributed
greatly to the quality of life in our State. Rhode
Island is proud to boast of many natural re-
sources and public facilities which afford resi-
dents and visitors wonderful recreational op-
portunities. Bill Hawkins has been with the di-
vision for more than two decades. Under his
leadership and vision, those resources have
been protected, promoted, and enhanced for
the benefit of all.

Bill Hawkins is a Marine Corps veteran and
has been a volunteer fireman in his hometown
of Smithfield for over 25 years. In addition to
his professional contributions, Bill and his wife,
Anne, are the proud parents of six children,
and their lives have been blessed with six
wonderful grandchildren. He is a man whose
family is truly his pride and joy.

He is a man of great purpose and integrity
who has earned the admiration, affection, and
respect of many. I would ask my colleagues in
the U.S. House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing an individual who has made a
significant difference to the enhancement of
out Nation’s recreational resources.
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to St. Michael’s Church as it
celebrates its 125th anniversary.

Throughout its existence, St. Michael’s
Church has continuously demonstrated its
commitment to its parishioners and its sur-
rounding community. Under the stewardship of
Father Michael Brennan and the distinguished
leaders before him, the church has not only
been a place of worship, but it has also been
a place of comfort for the weary, a place of
guidance for the lost, and a place of hope for
those who despair. In essence, St. Michael’s
has been a center of inspiration for our com-
munity.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I salute St. Mi-
chael’s Church and Father Brennan on this
momentous 125th anniversary and offer them
my best wishes for the future.

f
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Mrs. FOWLER. Mr. Speaker, Friday, Octo-
ber 13, marked a very special occasion in the
history of our Nation. On October 13, 220
years ago, the Continental Congress author-
ized the two ships which were the foundation
of the first U.S. Navy.

In honor of this very special birthday, I
would like to say ‘‘Thank You’’ to the men and
women of the U.S. Navy who work so tire-
lessly in the service of their country. Like all of
our men and women in uniform, they endure
a great deal of personal hardship because of
their commitment to serve, and it is all too

easy for those of us at home to take them for
granted.

Right this moment, over 4,500 sailors from
Mayport Naval Station in my district are at
sea—far from home and months away from
seeing their friends and loved ones. Mayport
sailors are in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic,
the Persian Gulf, the Caribbean and else-
where. And thousands of other naval person-
nel are maintaining a forward presence and
representing U.S. interests around the globe.

I would like to urge my colleagues to take
a moment from their busy schedules to say a
little prayer of thanks for the commitment, the
patriotism and the devotion to duty shown by
the men and women of the U.S. Navy. They
deserve our thanks, our prayers and our com-
plete support as they do the difficult and im-
portant work they do so well. Happy Birthday,
Navy, and many happy returns of the day.
f
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3000TH ANNIVERSARY OF JERU-
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of S. Con. Res. 29, sponsored by the
majority leader of the other body, which re-
serves our Capitol Rotunda for a ceremony
celebrating the 3000th anniversary of King Da-
vid’s establishment of Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel. I wish to thank Representative THOM-
AS for his assistance in bringing this legislation
to the floor.

S. Con. Res. 29 further notes that Jerusa-
lem has been the focal point of Jewish life for
millenia, and has held a unique place and ex-
erted a unique influence on the moral develop-
ment of Western Civilization. No other city on
Earth is today the capital of the same country,
inhabited by the same people, speaking the
same language, and worshipping the same
God as it was 3000 years ago. Yet Jerusa-
lem’s special character, and its importance to
Israel and the Jewish people, knows no
bounds.

Mr. Speaker, we look forward to hosting
Prime Minister Rabin and Mayor Olmert soon
in the Capitol Rotunda for this celebration of
eternal Jerusalem. This commemoration is
only one component of the thousands of
events scheduled to celebrate Jerusalem’s
3000 years as the City of David. Yet it will be
an especially memorable event, which I am
certain will be cherished by all those in attend-
ance.
f

STATE OF CHIAPAS
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, at the re-
quest of my constituents in Taos, NM, I would
like to take this opportunity to express my
views to my colleagues about the 22-month-
old uprising in the southern State of Chiapas,
Mexico.

The state of Chiapas, where a large indige-
nous population of various tribes of Mayans
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